
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veterans Day Ceremony Highlighted by Ceremonial Transfer of State Veterans Home to DVS 
 
 

 
The New Mexico State Veterans Home Governing 
Board will hold its first quarterly public meeting of 2018 
at 10am on Friday, January 12, at the New Mexico 
Veterans Home in Truth or Consequences. 

 
The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services 
(DVS) assumed management of the facility—the state’s 
only veterans home—on July 1. DVS Secretary Jack 
Fox appointed a Governing Board to establish or refine 
policies regarding the management and operation of 
the facility in accordance with state and federal 
regulations. 

 
The Board consists of DVS Secretary Fox, Deputy Secretary Alan Martinez, Health Care Coordination 
Director Mitchell Lawrence, Administrative Services Director Sal Soto, Chief Legal Counsel Allison 
Hedgecock, Public Information Officer Ray Seva, and Veterans Home Administrator Colleen Rundell. 

 
The public is invited to attend the meeting, which will be held at the facility located at 922 South 
Broadway. Individuals with disabilities or who require a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language 
interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service can contact DVS Public Information Officer Ray 
Seva at ray.se va @ sta te .nm .u s or (505) 827-6352. 

 

The agenda will be posted 72 hours before the meeting on the DVS Health Care Portal at 
 h tt p :// ne wm e xico. n e two rkof ca re.o rg/ve te ran s/ . 

 
DVS to Host First Quarterly VSO & Community Partners 

State Commanders/Leadership Meeting of 2018 
 

The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services will host its first 2018 quarterly Veterans Service 
Organization & Community Partners State Commanders/Leadership meeting on Thursday, January 18, 
at 9am in Albuquerque at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial (1100 Louisiana Blvd. SE) 

 
Secretary Fox will brief the VSO and community partner agency leaders about the latest developments 
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with DVS and other veteran-related matters in the state—including a briefing on veteran-related 
legislation expected to be introduced in the 2018 legislative session, which will have convened two day 
earlier (January 16) and adjourns on February 15. 

 
All commanders, presidents, chairmen/women and other top leaders of veterans’ service agencies or 
organizations that serve veterans (federal, state, local, or private) are invited to attend the briefing. For 
more information, contact DVS Public Information Officer Ray Seva at ray.se va @ sta te .nm.u s or (505) 
827-6352. 

mailto:ray.seva@state.nm.us


 

 

 

 
 

New VA Veterans Photo ID Card Now Available 
 

Veterans can now apply to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for 
a long-awaited Veterans Photo ID Card. 

 
The cards can be used to prove veteran status at merchants across the 
country which offer discounts to veterans. However, the card do not qualify 
as official government-issued IDs. 

 
Congress authorized the VA in 2015 to create the cards to make it easier for 
veterans to receive discounts without having to carry around their DD-214s – 
which contain sensitive personal information. 

 
Veterans can apply for the cards online at www. ve ts. go v and then scrolling to 
the bottom of the page for the “Apply for Printed Veteran ID Card” link. 
Veterans will be asked to create an online account and must also upload a 
copy of a valid government-issued ID, and a separate recent photo. 

 
“The new Veterans Identification Card provides a safer and more convenient 
and efficient way for most veterans to show proof of service,” said VA 
Secretary David Shulkin. “With the card, veterans with honorable service to 
our nation will no longer need to carry around their paper DD-214s to obtain 
veteran discounts and other services.” 

 
The legislation approved in 2015 to create the cards said the VA could 
assess a fee to veterans who wanted them, but the VA announced earlier 
this month they would be offered free of charge. According to the VA, Office 
Depot is donating the printing and shipping. 

 
The design of the card hasn’t been finalized, but it will contain the veteran’s 
name, photo and an identification number. It isn’t intended to replace the 
medical card for veterans enrolled in the VA or defense retiree cards. 
Veterans will still need to show this card when receiving their health care. 

 
Any veteran who served in the armed forces, including the reserves, and has 
an honorable or general (under honorable conditions) discharge can apply 
for a card. This a change from earlier statements from the VA, when it 
announced only veterans with honorable discharges would be eligible. At the 
time, the decision prompted anger by some veterans who saw it as a setback 
in how the government treats veterans with other-than-honorable discharges. 

 
 As s is tanc e W ith Filing for the Ca rd  
Veterans who need help applying for the card can contact the nearest DVS 
field office listed on the back two pages of this newsletter. A DVS Veterans 
Service Officer will be glad to help with the online filing process. Veterans 
must bring a photo or a jpeg image file of themselves. DVS service officers 
will not take pictures of veterans—even if a veteran provides a camera. 
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VA Secretary 
Dr. David Shulkin 

For more news 
from the VA and for 

benefits information, visit 
 www.va.gov 

The VA has a 
Regional Benefits Office 

in Albuquerque. 
For more Information: 
 www.benefits.va.gov/  

 albuquerque  

For information about VA 
health care, visit the 

website of the 
New Mexico VA 

Health Care System at: 
www.albuquerque.va.gov 
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NMDVS Health/Safety Tip: 

 

 

 
Christmas Tree/Lights/Decorations  

 
 

Now that Thanksgiving has come and gone, most Americans are turning their attention to Christmas. 
While the Christmas holidays are a time of celebration and fun, they can also pose serious safety 
hazards caused by Christmas trees, lights, and decorations being put up at home or the workplace. 

 
The following pages contain safety tips to help prevent Christmas decoration-related hazardous—or even 
deadly—situations. 

 

Christmas Tree Safety 
Did you know that Christmas trees can kill? Not by falling on 
you, but by burning down your house. According to fire safety 
data, about 230 home fires per year were responded to by U.S. 
fire departments, killing an average of four people each year 
and injuring many more. 

 
Here are tips to prevent this tree-related fires at the home or 
office. 

 
● Choose fresh over cheap and dry. The fresher the tree, the less likely it will pose a fire hazard. Look for 
flexible needles that don’t break, and a trunk with sap. 

 
● Keep the water coming. The tree stand should contain a continuous source of water and be sturdy 
enough to resist toppling by kids or pets. 

 
● Don’t choke the cord. Attach only three maximum strings of lights to any one extension cord, then 
place cords along walls to prevent a tripping hazard. Never run them under rugs or carpets. 

 
● Trees don’t need warmth. Keep the tree away from heat sources such as fireplaces, candles and even 
a TV. 

 
● Not any lights will do. Use low energy, safe lighting that’s been certified by a safety testing lab. Don’t 
use damaged or frayed cords. 

 
● Shut the lights. Never leave the lights on overnight. Same goes for any appliances not in use when you 
are home or away. 

 
● Don’t keep a dry tree around. Dispose of it at this point properly. Don’t even keep it in the garage. 

 
● Artificial tree safety awareness. Artificial trees should be flame resistant and have a seal for an 
approved safety-testing laboratory if the tree contains a built-in lighting set. 

 
● Death by artificial tree. If the tree is metal, never use electric lights, as they can charge the tree and 
lead to electrocution. 

 
● Keep a fire extinguisher nearby. Make sure everyone knows its location and how to use it. 
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NMDVS Health/Safety Tip: 

 

 

 
 
 

Christmas lights and decorations pose another set of safety 
hazards—indoors or outdoors. Below are some tips for safely 
decorating your house with electric lights during this 
Christmas holiday season. 

 
● Use only outdoor lights outside your home, and use only 
lights that have been tested for safety by a recognized 
testing laboratory, such as Underwriters' Laboratories. 

 
● Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken or cracked 
sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections, and throw out damaged sets. 

 
● Shut off electrical power when replacing bulbs and keep it off while putting up outdoor lighting. Before 
putting up lights, check each light set by setting it on a nonflammable surface and plugging it in for 10-15 
minutes to see that the lights don't melt or smoke. 

 
● Use no more than three standard-size sets of lights per single extension cord. 

 
● Always use extension cords with a three-prong plug that are approved for outdoor use by an 
organization such as Underwriters Laboratory. Never use indoor extension cords outside. 

 
● Avoid standing in water while handling electrical wiring or using power tools. 

 
● Use a dry, wooden ladder when hanging holiday lights, to reduce the chance of an electrical shock. Be 
sure to stay clear of overhead electrical wires. 

 
● Waterproof all electrical connections and keep them elevated so that rain water won't drain into the 
connection and possibly cause a shock or short circuit. Similarly, make sure individual bulb sockets are 
pointed downward, to avoid moisture buildup. 

 
● For added electric shock protection, plug outdoor electric lights and decorations into circuits protected 
by ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs). Portable outdoor GFCIs can be purchased where electrical 
supplies are sold. GFCIs can be installed permanently to household circuits by a qualified electrician. 

 
● Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house walls, or other firm supports to protect the lights from 
wind damage. To hold light strings in place, use only insulated staples (not nails or tacks) that are 
hammered in. Using a staple gun increases the chance of electrical shock. Or, run strings of lights 
through hooks (available at hardware stores). 

 
● Do not cover lamps with decorations that were not supplied with the light set. The set may not be 
designed to handle the increased heating and could melt, thereby exposing live parts. 

 
● Never allow bulbs to touch combustible material, such as plastics, pine needles or leaves, and grass. 

 
● Turn off all lights when you go to bed or leave the house. The lights could “short” and start a fire. 

 

Decorating Safely with Outdoor Lights 
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There are New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services field offices throughout the state to assist 
veterans and their eligible dependents with filing for VA and state veterans’ benefits. Each office is 
managed by a nationally-certified Veterans’ Service Officer who is committed to helping fellow veterans 
with their veterans benefits needs 

 
Below are the NMDVS field offices (LISTED IN ALL CAPITAL LETTER HEADINGS) and outreach 
locations (shown in italicized headings with an asterisk*). Please contact your nearest office to set up an 
appointment. 

 
 

ALAMOGORDO ALBUQUERQUE #1 ALBUQUERQUE #2 
(vacant) Theresa Zuni Gordon Schei 

For assistance, call the 500 Gold Ave. SW 5201 Eagle Rock Ave. NE 
NMDVS Las Cruces office at (505) 346-4810 (505) 383-2404 

(575) 524-6220 or 6124 theresa.zuni@state.nm.us gordon.schei@state.nm.us 
Anthony* Artesia* Aztec* 

(Las Cruces Office Outreach) (Carlsbad Office Outreach) (Farmington Office Outreach) 
George Vargas Dagmar Youngberg Beverly Charley 
(575) 524-6124 (575) 885-4939 (505) 327-2861 

george.vargas@state.nm.us dagmar.youngberg@state.nm.us beverly.charley@state.nm.us 
CARLSBAD Clayton* CLOVIS 

Dagmar Youngberg (Raton Office Outreach) Matthew Barela 
101 N. Halagueno Gary Fresquez 904 W. 6th Street 

(575) 885-4939 (575) 445-8282 (575) 762-6185 
dagmar.youngberg@state.nm.us gary.fresquez@state.nm.us matthew.barela@state.nm.us 

Cuba* Deming* Española* 
(Albuquerque Office Outreach) (Santa Clara Office Outreach) Outreach temporarily halted due to 

Gordon Schei Bradley Brock Taos office vacancy. For help, 
(505) 383-2409 (575) 912-3166 please call the main Santa Fe 

gordon.schei@state.nm.us bradleya.brock@state.nm.us office toll-free @ 1-(866) 433-8387 
FARMINGTON GALLUP GRANTS 

Beverly Charley (vacant) Tyrra Saavedra 
101 West Animas/Room 104 For assistance, call the 515 East High St.. 

(505) 327-2861 NMDVS Grants office at (505) 287-8387 
beverly.charley@state.nm.us (505) 287-8387 tyrra.saavedra@state.nm.us 

HOBBS Holloman AFB* LAS CRUCES #1 
Dalton Boyd For assistance, call the J.R. Turner 

2120 N. Alto Street NMDVS Las Cruces office at 2024 E. Griggs Ave. 
(575) 397-5290 (575) 524-6220 or 6124 (575) 524-6220 

dalton.boyd@state.nm.us  jr.turner@state.nm.us 

NMDVS FIELD OFFICES 
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LAS CRUCES #2 LAS VEGAS (NM) Lordsburg* 
George Vargas 

2024 E. Griggs Ave. 
(575) 524-6124 

george.vargas@state.nm.us 

Karen Abeyta 
917 Douglas Avenue 

(505) 454-0068 
karen.abeyta@state.nm.us 

(Santa Clara Office Outreach) 
Bradley Brock 
(575) 912-3166 

bradleya.brock@state.nm.us 
Los Lunas* Mora* Quemado* 

(Albuquerque #1 Office Outreach) 
Theresa Zuni 

(505) 346-4810 
theresa.zuni@state.nm.us 

(Las Vegas, NM Office Outreach) 
Karen Abeyta 
(505) 454-0068 

karen.abeyta@state.nm.us 

(Santa Clara Office Outreach) 
Bradley Brock 
(575) 912-3166 

bradleya.brock@state.nm.us 
RATON Reserve* ROSWELL 

Gary Fresquez 
200 N. 3rd St. 

(575) 445-8282 
gary.fresquez@state.nm.us 

(Santa Clara Office Outreach) 
Bradley Brock 
(575) 912-3166 

bradleya.brock@state.nm.us 

(vacant) 
For assistance, call the 

NMDVS Carlsbad office at 
(575) 885-4939 

Ruidoso* SANTA CLARA (Grant County) Santa Rosa* 
For assistance, call the 

NMDVS Las Cruces office at 
(575) 524-6220 or 6124 

Bradley Brock 
11990 U.S. Hwy 180 East 

(575) 912-3166 
bradleya.brock@state.nm.us 

(Las Vegas, NM Office Outreach) 
Karen Abeyta 
(505) 454-0068 

karen.abeyta@state.nm.us 
SANTA FE Socorro* Sunland Park* 

Jeff George 
301 W. DeVargas St/Suite 2A 

(505) 476-7903 
jeff.george@state.nm.us 

(ABQ #1 Office Outreach) 
Theresa Zuni 

(505) 841-5346 
theresa.zuni@state.nm.us 

(Las Cruces Office Outreach) 
George Vargas 
(575) 524-6124 

george.vargas@state.nm.us 

mailto:george.vargas@state.nm.us
mailto:karen.abeyta@state.nm.us
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TAOS Truth or Consequences* Tucumcari* 
   (vacant) (Las Cruces Office Outreach) (Las Vegas, NM Office Outreach) 

For assistance, call the NMDVS JR Turner Karen Abeyta 
Las Vegas office at (505) 454-0068 (575) 524-6220 (505) 454-0068 

or Raton at (575) 445-8282 jr.turner@state.nm.us karen.abeyta@state.nm.us 
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